The George Sand-

Protestants. It is Maurice's idea; he was married before the
pastor, and does not want the persecution and influence of the
Catholic church about his children. Our friend Napoleon is the
godfather of Aurore, and I am the godmother. My nephew is
the godfather of the other. All that takes place just among
ourselves, in the family. You must come, Maurice wants you
to, and if you say no, you will disappoint him greatly. You
shall bring your novel, and in a free moment, you shall read it
to me; it will do you good to read it to one who listens well.
One gets a perspective and judges one's work better. I know
that. Say yes to your old troubadour, he will be exceedingly
grateful to you for it.

I embrace you six times if you say yes.

G. Sand

XCIX.    To GEOEGE SAND

Tuesday
Dear master,

You cannot imagine the sorrow you give me! In spite of the
longing I have, I answer "no." Yet I am distracted with my
desire to say "yes." It makes me seem like a gentleman who
cannot be disturbed, which is very silly. But I know myself:
if I go to your house at Nohant, I shall have a month of dream-
ing about my trip. Real pictures will replace in my brain the
fictitious pictures which I compose with great difficulty. All
my house of cards will topple over.

Three weeks ago because I was foolish enough to accept an
invitation to dinner at a country place nearby, I lost four days
(sic). What would it be on leaving Nohant? You do not un-
derstand that, you strong Being! I think that you will be a
little vexed with your old troubadour for not coming to the
baptism of the two darlings of his friend Maurice? The dear
master must write to me if I am wrong, and to give me the

news!

112